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Summary 

After completing this learning tool, you should be able to: 

 Define a library database and explain its main use 
 Select appropriate database(s) for a topic 
 Select and effectively search the catalogue to find full text journal articles from a given citation 
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What is a database? Or, Where do I find journal articles? 

As a student, you may be asked to locate journal articles on a topic. 

 

Why can’t I find journal articles in the library catalogue? 

The library catalogue lists the things the library has – like books, journals, DVDs – and tells you where you 
will find them. You won’t find journal articles on the catalogue – the library catalogue tell you what journal the 
library has – but it doesn’t list all the articles inside the journal. Just like it will tell you what books the library 
has – but it doesn’t list all the chapters inside. To find journal articles, you will need to search a library 
database. 

Understand what a library database is and why you should use one: 

The library has many different databases. Some databases focus on a subject, like engineering, or health. 
Some have research from particular countries. Some have historic information – and some just have current 
research. Most databases show you journal articles – but some show other types of publications – like 
newspaper articles or images. You’ve just got to find the right database for you topic. 

Why can’t I just use Google? 

You can find some journal articles on Google, but if you use the right database you get more good quality 
research. A lot of web pages aren’t checked for quality and they can be biased or out of date. In addition, 
with a database search, you are more likely to find the full text of the articles. 

Select an appropriate database(s) for your topic 

From the library’s website, go to a page called “Databases and Electronic Resources” Here you will find 
databases grouped by subject. Once you choose the appropriate subject, you will be taken to list of 
databases for the subject, with the most commonly used ones at the top. 

Identify where to find full text journal articles 

If the database has no link to the full text, it doesn’t mean the library doesn’t have it. This is where you DO 
need the library catalogue to tell you if the library has the journal. Just copy and paste the journal title for 
your database results into the journal tab in the catalogue. 

 

 


